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indigenous and imported genetic resources. This task may be accom-
plished most efficiently in cooperation with similar regional and global
efforts. For example, governments could cooperate on a regional basis
to share responsibilities, resources, facilities, and technical expertise.

An essential first step for successful animal genetic resources man-
agement at the national level is identification of a center, office, or
individual charged with the responsibility of monitoring and, to the
extent possible, fostering conservation of national genetic resources.
This person or office could cooperate with international efforts and
other national programs, and should become a center of knowledge
about the status of national livestock resources.

Mechanisms for providing bilateral and multilateral support to enable
developing nations to preserve, manage, and use their livestock genetic re-
sources must be developed.

Multilateral and bilateral aid programs will be required in many
cases to help establish national livestock improvement and conserva-
tion efforts in developing countries. Technical expertise from the
developed countries should also be readily available. Conservation
of diversity is a global concern, and given the greater threat to un-
characterized, indigenous livestock populations in developing coun-
tries, the support of improvement and conservation programs in de-
veloped nations is essential. Ultimately, livestock production and
improvement programs of both developed and developing countries
will benefit from international support and assistance efforts.

Operational programs that implement strategic genetic conservation
activities and prevent further loss of potentially valuable livestock genetic
resources should be established.

The issues surrounding the conservation and use of animal ge-
netic resources have been discussed and debated in numerous fo-
rums for more than 30 years. The general conclusions from these
meetings are similar: diversity in global livestock populations is po-
tentially threatened, valid reasons exist to conserve diversity in live-
stock populations, and international coordination of strategic conser-
vation activities is highly desirable. Further delineation of the need
for conservation and management of animal genetic resources is not
required.

Information and Data

Increased efforts are needed to inventory and characterize unique and
endangered populations and breeds, particularly in developing countries.
Effective conservation and management of genetic resources in